Chapter Twenty

Suddenly there were lots of people who arrived
in big white vans with satellites on top. People
got quite excited in school when we found out
that these were TV people.

We watched them through the bars of the
playground gate. They had large black cameras
perched on their shoulders like parrots. The
newsreaders looked serious and worried one
minute, when the camera was in front of them,
and then laughed and smoked cigarettes the
next. Some of them even came over and started
filming the outside of our school.

I ran away to the other side of the play-
ground when they did that and went to find Gaia.
She was not hanging around the cameras
either. She was sitting under the sunflowers
picking up tiny little stones from the ground.

I sat beside her.
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‘Gaia, last night—’ I started, but then I
stopped myself. I didn’t really want to tell her
that I hadn’t listened to her, but I had to tell
someone about what I had seen.

‘Last night, I saw what happened.’

‘What do you mean?’

‘I saw what happened to those policemen.’

‘From your window?’

‘No, I was there. I was standing next to them
when it happened.’

Gaia lifted her head and looked me straight
in the eye.

‘T'd forgotten to get milk so I went really
quickly to get some and then I was running past
the policemen and they started falling over. One
after the other. Just like they were falling asleep
or something. I ran away when they started doing
it. I didn’t know that they were dying, I didn’t
know. They looked like they were just falling
asleep.’

‘Did they look like they were in pain?’ Gaia
asked.

‘No, not really. They just fell down. It
happened pretty quickly.’

Gaia didn’t say anything. It looked like she
was thinking it through.
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“What do you thmk made them dze?’ I asked_'.'

: her.. :

L I Ve no 1dea she sald T stlll thmk it’s to do

- “with the fallen buildings, though. The policemen
- were right by one of them, weren’t they?” .
' ‘Yes, the same one as those othér two men. 5

‘But ‘they were standing just in front of it."

1. ‘Have' you looked out of your mndoﬁv
L 1recentlyp Have you seert how the bulldlngs are -

T fallmg>’ - i
L ‘What do you meanp’
" ‘There’s a pattern,’ Gaia sald

R She reached into her: pocket and brought'._
_ out a foided—up plece of paper and handed it -
: :“tome ' ) : : pRr
C Towas a’ drawmg but it took me a moment to
B 'reahze it was a map. A map of Where we lived.
" There. was a drawing of Gaia’s' tower and my
block and ‘our school.. Then' there were lots of.
- ved dots'which had numbers next to them. They -
. roughly made a circle shape. In the middle of the
' ¢ircle was a star that was labelled Pub= The 'Get)rge,-'._- -

" ‘'which had a number one written next to it.-

“I've been filling it in each night: The red
D dots are the fallen buildings. And the- numbers o
. show the day they fell in. It’ s how many days have

o2

'assed since that first pub feil down. Can you see

;how'lts spreading outwards? The number twos

n nes and tens are on the outside:’ S
- “What's this one here?” I pomted toa red dot' »
.that looked hke it had a one and a two next

: ‘That s twelve Twelve days after: It looks hke
buddmgs Wthh- have_ been rmssed._ 01__1t a_re

.f “Yes,’ Gala sald s ' :
_‘They re so- close to the other fallen bmld—l'
gs.” Our towers were. right next- to. buildings

vhich  had: fallen five - days after the pub-.: o
- collapsed. Tt - could be us next :

. Yes. Exactly, Ga1a said. .
. “Have you shown thls to anyone? I sa.ld
'Galashrugged S
-1 wonder if the pohce have reahzed thls is .
happemng, I said.- SRS SHE
- “T'm sure they know Gaia sa1d ‘Maybe
'they re hiding it from us so we don’t all panic.” . * i




What do you meanQ’ : - :
_ - ‘Well, I was talking to Mum about it last mght'
: .'and she wants us to pack up and leave now.’
‘Leave?”- My voice sounded sharp and shaky:
'ali at the same time. ‘Where would you go?’
‘She' wants to go to- my aunt’s. She lves in

. Bnghton My mum satd we shouid get out Whlle
.~ we can.’
Brlghton'r‘ VVhere S that?’ _ S -
. Its south. Down by the sea. I went therei
“once when F'was little.’ RN

Are you going then?”

My dad doesn’t want us to go w

‘Oh. So are you going to stayﬁ’ SEAND

I guess so. Dad usually gets his own way Has-_ _
your mum spoken to you about it?? -
" 'No. I'm not sure how mtuch she knows about
o what’s going on, to be honest. I guess I'm staylng .
' -_3 too Here you go,’ I said, handing back the map. -
27 'You ean have it if y you like. We can both ﬁll- -
it . You can give it back to rne tomotrow.* .

- ‘OK,’ I'said and I put the map in my pocket
. Neither of us: could have known' that we.
L would not see éach other tomorrow Or the day: :
: after that. Or the day after that. 3
The Very next day, they closed our schooi




